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Vol. IV. 





Numb. 7. 


The EXAMINER. 





From friday Fane 5, to Woanday Fane 8, 1713. 





Fufq; datum fceleri canimus, Populumg; potentem 


In fua vitivici conver{um vifcera dextra. 


Lucan. 
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Find by Experience, that we have got but little 

by weaning the Affections of the Whigs from 

their Foreign Alhes, and arg them off from 

the eager Purfuit of thofe bloody Schemes, 
which were Calculated to laft, as long as Britain 

could Bleed and Pay, and Her Good Friends abroad could 
Ak and Take. Inftead of faffering their Military Ge- 
niué to ftagnate and grow cool, they have Redoubled 
its Force, by reducing the warm Spirits into a narrower 
Compafs ; and are refolv'd to Fight it out upon the 
laft Seat of War, their own Country. The Penne 
tive, in Conjunétion with the Wifdom of the Nation, 
hath put an End to the War abroad, this they could 
not help ; but then to their Honour it muft be faid, 
They did all that Men could do to prevent it: The 
War at home depends too much upon them to be con- 
cluded by the fame Powers, and in fo happy a Manner. 
What thall a Mild and Gentle Government do, when 
the moft Defpotick and Arbitrary cannot alter Nature, 
he ser Nature to the laft Degree Corrupted, cannot 
bid Fatton ceafe to be what it ever was, Furious, Ref- 
lefs, and Lmplacable ? Infpix'd by this Demon, they are 
blowing the Coals, fomenting Divifions, and ftirring 
fre s of Humours, thar it never fettle or be at 
eft.” They all their Forces, beat up for Recruits 
by the‘Sound of Noife.an¢ Clamour, preach Sedition to 


their Troops, difplay their Banners, and feem — 7 
t 


to give the Government Battle. Thefe are the Methods 
take to Calm Mens Minds: Thus it is that they 
tivare the Arts of Peace. Moderation is-a Vertue the 
Saints have no Occafion for, neither in the Exercife of 
Power when they have it, nor in their Attempts to 
Regain it. when it is Loft: It was Ordained for the 
Wicked, and to liem ‘in Awe ; to cool their Zeal 
for Religion, and to*be an Extinguifher to that Holy 
Fire which is kindled at thofe Altars it was made to 
Defend. Liberty is a: Blefting which they are not con- 
tented to have fecured to them, and to enjoy peaceably, 
unlefs they can abufe it ; and thence take Advantage of 
that Ground it has gain’d upon the Prerogative, to keep 
it under, and Infult it at Difcretion, Religion is made a 
meer Tongue-Clack, a Watch-word, a Rumour, as if it 
were fitted only to the Mouth, without reaching fo 
deep as to touch the Confcience. They, who do all 
they can to Root it out of the World, are the moft 
concern’d for its being in Danger. Even its cooleft 
and moft peaceable Precepts, when — to the 
Heart, by a ftrange kind of Antiparijtafis, ferve only to 
Inflame it ; but this is a Strain beyond the Theology of 
their Anceftors, who chofe good pliable Doctrines, 
capable of being Moulded and Transfigured, at leaft in 
the Imaginations of the Vulgar. They had their Texts, 
which they could pervert with eafc, and a Cant com- 


pounded of Holy Phrafes, more Powerful in its Ope 
rations than any Dead Letter, as the Tune is oftci 
more Charming than the Wards, Curfe ye Merox, was 
an excellent Find, and brought in Bodsins and Thim 
bles in abundance. Let ss rife for the Cities of the Lord, 
was as good as a Train of Artillery; and, Zo thy Tents 
O Urael, raifed more Horfe and Foot than e'er a Pair 
of Drums that ever beat up at the Market-Crofs. But 
our Moderns, the Pofterity of thefe Men, are the Awk- 
wardeft Creatures in Divinity imaginable: They Talk 
and Write fo as to be Underftood, whence all their 
Defigns are feen through and defeated: They preach up 
Rebellion from the hto the Romans, recommend 
Mecknefs, Moderation, and Like-mindednefs, to thofe 
they intend to blow up into a Flame ; and cry Peace ! 
Peace! whilft they make themfelves ready for Battle. 
Abfurd Wickednefs, difconcerted, inconfiftent Villany 
can never certainly Prof , unlefs Ghaos is come again; 
and yet when Fis Principles are Perverted, when 
Foundations are Overturned, when our beft Things are 
Corrupted, what hail even the Righteous do, and who is 
nee ot aoe to find out ce Renee or of that 
-ourage ifcernment, to apply it in Time ? 

Ic is a Nice Queftion, Whether we ought moft to 
Pity our Governors, when we fee them befet with. fo 
ee Ities, exereifed with fo much Patience, 
han e and Induftry, attack’d with fo many Inofults 
and Indignities, Maltreated fo very Inhumanely, even 
for their Greateft and moft Aimiable Vertues, theix 
Affabiliry, Gentlenefs, and Clemency; or, Whether we 
ought moft to Admire them, when we fee them Sur- 
mount all thofe Difficulties, perfift in the Glorious 
Caufe they have undertaken, and improve even the 
Malice, the Rage,’ and Treachery of. their Enemies, to 
the Service and Good of the Publick - The Whigs in- 
deed ufe the Government worfe than a Common Enemy, 
and pufh the War at home with more Vigour than they 
formerly did that abroad. France had fome Refpite, 
and was favour’d with a breathing Time: They took 
here and there a Town, ventured a main Battle but 
now and then, and were afraid of Conquering too 
faft: Whilft they come down upon their own Country 
all at once, and with their whole Force in a Body: 
They carry their Arms into her very Vitals, ftrike at 
the Head, and as the Important Crifis for chufing ano- 
ther Parliament draws near, feem refolved to colicé all 
their Strength, and make one home Cusp d’Ecelat for 
utter Ruin and Confufion. 

The Union of the Two Kingdoms, which coft fo much 
Labour and Treafure, a Bileffing referved to adorn 
the prefent Reign, and by accomplithing which, GOD 
is faid, in the Form of Thank{giving on that Occafion, 
to have given the Queen Her Heart’s Defire, the moft 
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Solemn Compaét that ever was entred into, fince the 
Ratification of the Great Charter, hath been openly In- 
vaded, and Steps taken to bring it to a final Diffolution. 
Sach a thoughtlefs furieus Rage hath poflefs'd thefe 
Men, that they have forgot the Ad of Security, as if 
the Contrivers of it were all in their Graves, and had 
no farther Confideration of their latter End. Becaufe 
they have been unexpectedly defeated in fome of the 
Confequences of this great Occurrence, therefore they 
care not tho’ they fet the ableft Shoulders among them 
to overturn it, which muft have been Headlefs, hai the 
Union never been perfected. As for thofe, whom they 
have made their Heifers to Plow with on this occafion, 
our hearty Compaffion goes along withthem: They 
need no other Requital than what that Party they 
efpoufe will infli& on them, who are the glorious In- 
ftruments of Publick Juftice, and never fail of ftinging 
to Death, all thofe who feek for fhelter in their 
Bofom. 

The Peace, fo glorious, fo honourable, and advan- 
tageous, hath been attack’d by unheard-of Weapons, 
and in a way not to be parallel’d. The very Bleflings 
that accrue trom it, have been Cenfur'd and Rejeéted, as 
if Ruin it felf were defirable. The Trade to France, 
once fo bemeficial, that no Laws could @ffectually pre- 
vent the Interruption of it, is reprefented as Fatal and 
Deftructive. Sach Prohibitions are pleaded for, as alone 
can force that Nation to Rival us in our Manufactures ; 
and Endeavours are usd to render the Trade of other 
Countries, where, by the neceffity of the War, our Mer- 
chants were forc'd to apply, wholly Inconfiftent with 
this, on purpofe to create a Mi atlcrfaniling between 
us and our Allies, and hinder our Commerce from 
being as Extenfive and Profitable as our Governors 
jhtend to make: it. Petitions fwarm almoft as thick as 
mong. 2 and the Party threaten us every Day to 
turn into Remonftrances, and to have them back’d 
by the rh titude. Nay, rather than not 

etition, Men have been taught to Petition for what 
hath been granted already, and where they ought to 
have expr their Gratitude; to fet their Hands to 
their own Ignorance, and Ratify thofe Mifreprefen- 
hg 
ile t ings are acti ve- ) 

the Prefs, their old Mint of Sandal, ichard at Work, 
big with the Seeds of Rebellion, the Fetus and Spawn 
Anarchy: For fearce a Day pafles, but it brings 
forth a Moufe or a Monjfer, fome ridiculous Lie, fome 
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vile Calumny or Forgery, fome Notion or Princip's 
Mifchievous upon Record, and fit only to be mention’4 
in the Hifory of a Rebellion. The Apprehenfions of 
fudden Reftraint, prompts them to exert themfelye; 
and unload all their Poifon at dnce, that none of it 
may be left on their Hands. Like Vipers, juft as they 
expire, they fpend their laft Venom, and put forth ajj 
their Sting with the utmoft Rancour and Hatred. 

By the way we may obferve, that thefe three Predo- 
minant Corruptions, the Licentioufnefs of the Pre/;, 
and of a the on of the Law, and 
the A:tempts eto fet England and Scotland at va 
riance, are the old Engins of Rebellion, which for. 
merly play’d upon us with fuch Succefs, beat down al] 
our Publick Securities, and laid this, and the Neigh. 
—s Iland, in Athes, in Blood, and in Conti. 

on. 

It is our Misfortune, that too many of the Clergy, 
once fo entirely with us, have now fuck’d in this war- 
like Principle from their Arbitrary Patrons. Witne(s 
the Conduct of fome of them, both at Wid/r, 
one of Her Majeffy’s Royal Seats, and in the Cathedral 
Church belonging to the Capital of Her Kingdom, up- 
on the Day appointed for the Proclamation of the Peace 
where they not only refus'd to give their Attendance 
in fuch a manner, as might beft exprefs their Joy on 


_ that Occafion, as being more efpecially the Lovers and 


Meflengers of Peace ; but gave Orders for Parochial 
Prayers only, without Singing, as is ufed upon F}- 
Days ; tho’ in that Particular, their Inferiors were { 
very honeft to difobey them. 

Amidft thefe Tendencies to a general Difcontenr, 
our Governors, fupported by a vaft and loyal Majority, 
carry it fo, as all good Men could with and defire ; and 
fet an Example of Conduct hardly to be match 
in the Lives and Charaters of the wifeft of their Pre- 
deceffors. In imitation of the Hero in Virgil, to fufe 
and abide ; to go on triumphing over Rage and Frenzy, 
by Mildnefs and fteddy Refolotion 3 to appeafe the 
Reftlefs, tame the Infolent, raife the Humble, and awe 
the Rebellious ; thefe'are the Meafures they Steer by; 
thefe the Arts, of which they have approv’d then- 
felves perfect Mafters, And, GOD be thanked, we 
are in fuch Hands, who will not make the fame Uf 
of Liberty and Power to opprefs, which others do to 
embroil us; and who are equally careful to fave w 
from falling, either into Slavery, or Confufion. 
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